THE HAMPS AND MANIFOLD VALLEYS SSSI

Waterways Swallet.

A major high level swallet cave, at the end of a blind valley. Original cave 152m long and 40 metres deep, extended in 2004/5 to around 500m long and 125m deep. Drains to the Hinckley Wood Rising at Ilam. The stream which sinks nearby is not seen in any of the known cave, but regularly overflows into the cave in wet weather. SEE NOTES ON ANNOTATED SURVEY 

CAVE CONSERVATION MONITORING FORM (Version 5 – September 2007)

Waterways Swallet

Please annotate survey map, where possible, to show location of assessed feature, if not clear.

Feature number on survey 
Description of interest features

CPM - Cave Passage morphology

CSS –-Cave Sediment Sequence
Are the features still present? 

Y/N
Comments on the condition of the features  (e.g. damaged or broken, destroyed, muddy from hands/feet, poor condition from footfall, pristine condition etc.)

1
Entrance Series and Main Chamber to Gallery CPM: Massive Crinoid fossiliferous bedrock, North South trending fault orientated passage, and collapse chambers.
Y
e.g. Passage intact and rock form unaffected by changes in water quality)



2
Vicinity of First Climb CPM:  Bedding controlled passage.
Y


3
Blore Street to Toad Haul CPM:  North South trending fault orientated passage, with large pot holes cut through deformed strata.
Y


4
Vicinity of Wotno Streamway to Sumps CPM:  Bedding controlled passage.
Y


5
Between Rising Damp Sump and Wotno Sump CSS:  Undisturbed mudbank containing silty-clay sediments.
Y


General comments on  conservation status of the cave 


Please indicate on map location of any mineral deposits and any unauthorised collection.

(eg Heavily used cave, much carbide, pollution, changes to drainage system, specimen collecting,  areas inaccessible due to rock fall etc)

Much digging activity in lower series.  Conservation work is however ongoing to restore to cave to its natural state where digging has been abandoned.



Name:
Mark Cope




Date of visit:  02/09/07

Contact details: 





Tele/Email:  07952 221620/cope.mark@googlemail.com

Please return this form to Dave Webb, DCA, 3 De Vere Gardens, Woodthorpe. Nottingham . NG5 4PH

“Thank you for assisting in the conservation of this cave.”

The survey on the next page is an annotated section through the new extensions.
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Waterways Swallet,  Swinscoe, Staffs.





NGR:  1260 4917





LENGTH:  152m (500ft)





SOURCE:   POTTS, 1981.





ALTITUDE: 285m (935ft)





DEPTH:  40m (130ft)





1. CPM. Massive Crinoid deposits.





2. CPM. Bedding controlled passage.





ORIGINAL KNOWN CAVE





New extensions lead off from this point.





New extensions lead off from this point.








