CASTLETON SSSI 

Eldon Hole

This is a relict section of essentially vertical passage. The site is important historically as it is one of the first caves to have been explored and described by scientists (Lloyd & King, 1772). The two main attributes are the morphology and speleothem deposits.

CAVE CONSERVATION MONITORING FORM (Version 4 – Aug 07)

Eldon Hole 

Please annotate survey map, where possible, to show location of assessed feature, if not clear.

	Feature number on survey 
	Description of interest features 

M – Mineralogical interest

CPM  -Cave passage Morphology 

CSS –-Cave Sediment Sequence

S - Speleothem
	Are the features still present? 

Y/N
	Comments on the condition of the features  (e.g. damaged or broken, destroyed, muddy from hands/feet, poor condition from footfall, pristine condition etc.)

	1
	CPM: This is the only example of an open, unroofed, phreatic vein cavity in the Peak District, explored to a depth of 82m but possibly up to 200m deep.

I think 200 m is perhaps a little optimistic!
	
	Numerous bolts/spits etc

Main descent route is very worn/polished.

Metal rubbish at the bottom.



	2
	 S: There are spectacular flowstone and stalactite deposits that extend over a vertical range of 32m in a series of rifts parallel to the main shaft.
	
	Some parts smeared with mud, looks like some climbing may have gone on in the past.

Numerous old digs (and one possible active) with associated rubbish spoil piles and mud trails.

Features now inactive.

Some’ flame’ graffiti above inside entrance to Main Chamber – looks old.



	General comments on  conservation status of the cave 


	Please indicate on map location of any mineral deposits and any unauthorised collection.
	
	Could do with a bit of a tidy up to get rid of old digs and associated rubbish/spoil/mud.  At present these impact on the natural ‘awe’ of main chamber

The bolder pile at the entrance through to main chamber also requires a more permanent solution.  It is currently held back by a sheet of metal ‘propped’ up with an old metal ladder.  This is rather unstable and could be liable to collapse in the near future if not addressed.  


Name:
Mark Cope






Date of visit:
16/03/08

Contact details: 
cope.mark@googlemail.com



Tele/Email:
07952 221620

Please return this form to Dave Webb, DCA, 3 De Vere Gardens, Woodthorpe. Nottingham . NG5 4PH

“Thank you for assisting in the conservation of this cave.”

[image: image1.png]outing ofshaf.
" Shiam

outine of shatt at surface

‘section aiong A A

\«\

True
North

2

10 20 ometres

j0 20 0 49 50 e 70 m o0 iofeat

Depihs measured fom north west end ofshaft
Surveyed by P.R Deakin and others July and August 1965
One degree prismatic compass, abney level and lbre glass fape.

Ful section of New Seris

24.4mpitch

Main Chamber





DEPTH: 	82m.








ALTITUDE:    415m





SOURCE: 			DEAKIN,  1965.





Eldon Hole, Peak Forest





1. CPM. The only example of an open, unroofed,  phreatic vein cavity in the Peak District, explored to a depth of 82m but possibly up to 200m deep.





2. S. Spectacular flowstone and stalactite deposits extend over a vertical range of 32m in a series of  rifts parallel to the main shaft.








